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Synopsis of Dental Unit Water Quality Testing Products (Project 03-026) 
 
Water treatment and monitoring products require strict adherence to maintenance protocols.  Non-compliance with 
treatment regimens has been associated with persistence of microbial contamination in treated systems.  Clinical 
monitoring of water quality can ensure that procedures are properly performed and that devices are working in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s previously validated protocol.  There is no need to identify specific organisms 
unless investigating a waterborne illness or a unit refractory to treatment.  Testing should accurately detect a wide 
concentration range and type of aerobic, mesophilic, heterotrophic, waterborne bacteria within a reasonable 
incubation time at room temperature. There are two options: 
 
1) Water samples can be submitted to the microbiology lab or Bioenvironmental Engineering and cultured using 

method 9215 (heterotrophic plate count) as described in Standard Methods for the Evaluation of Water and 
Wastewater (American Public Health Association, American Waterworks Association, Water Environment 
Foundation);1999:9-1–9-41, or 

 
2) Use of an in-office self-contained system that is equivalent to method 9215.  
 
The following synopsis consists of a table (HTML version, PDF version) listing selected commercially available dental 
unit water quality testing products, their manufacturers, and basic information. This synopsis should assist the reader 
in selecting a dental unit water quality-testing product. 
 
Click here to view the dental unit water quality-testing products. 
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In-Office Dental Unit Water Quality Testing Products* 
 

Product 
Millipore HPC Total Count Sampler 

(Dental) 
 

 

Aquasafe Water Test Kit 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Manufacturer Address 
 

Millipore Corporation 
900 Middlesex Turnpike 
Billerica MA  01821 
www.millipore.com/ 
 

Pall Medical  
600 South Wagner Rd 
Ann Arbor MI  48103 
www.pall.com/ 

Phone/Fax numbers 
 

(800) 645-5476 
(978) 715-4321 
(781) 533-3583 FAX 
 

(800) 521-1520 
(734) 665-0651 
(734) 913-6353 FAX 
 

Product instructions included 
 

Yes Yes 

Neutralization of chlorinated 
water prior to sampling required 
 

Yes 
(use Whirlpack bag with sodium 
thiosulfate) 

No 

Incubator required for culturing  
 

No No 

Recommended incubation period 
 

7 days at room temperature 72 Hours at room temperature 

Shelf-life 1 Year 
 

1 Year 

Package contents 
 

5 HPC samplers, 5 Whirlpack bags 
with sodium thiosulfate to neutralize 
water samples+ (Product Number 
SC1P044H00) 
 

4 test monitors, 4 1-ml measuring 
pipettes 
(Product Number 5010104) 

Examples of reference colony 
forming unit concentrations 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Price 
Retail 

   Government  

 
$23.00 
Same as retail 

 
$19.95 
Same as retail 

*The manufacturers provided data in this table. 
+Also available in packages of 25 samplers (Product Number MHPC10025) without the Whirl Pak for $89.00. 
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